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the particular end or object as part of a general good.
And, though it is possible that for the moment these
two things may seem to be identical, and the soul
may throw itself with all the energy of passion into
one pursuit, such a concentration must in the long
run lead to a recoil. For it is impossible that a
rational being should permanently identify the good
with one element in it, or that he should live wholly,
like the animal, in each impulse as it arises. There
may be an approximation to this in a low stage of
humanity; but, even then, there is a restlessness
and .dissatisfaction which indicates that the universal
good, the end which a self-conscious being as such
must seek, is separating itself from the particular
objects in which it has been sought. A self-conscious
bieing, as such, necessarily has the consciousness of
itself in relation to a world, and its complete satis-
faction cannot be less than to have its world for itself.
This limitless self-seeking is the background of all
the desires of a self, and it infuses into them all an
element which may either exalt or degrade them, but
which in any case cannot let them be like the simple
and direct impulses which come with a definite
physical need and pass away immediately with its
satisfaction. The appetites of man, if we may call
them so, are capable of being overstrained and per-
verted in a way that is not possible in the animal life,
just because in them he seeks the satisfaction of a